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ChapterZ. ESCAPE Iw DousT 

















THE TWO MEN HAD BROXEN OUT THAT NIGHT FROM THE PRISOM 
TRaNSI? CAMP At LONGH: TEN MILES INLANO. THEY. HAD Ni 
Wink. ONLY A WEEK BEFORE. THEY KNEW GACH OTHER "AS RIG 
DEUTENANT R.N.V.Re,) ANO SAM TURNER, ABLE SEAMAN . 





THERE'S, ONLY \ WE'LL HAVE TO CHANGE 
Qua" BUAN: TURNER PIT 





Dark judgment 
MAN ASLE SEAMAN TURNERS: 
| [ARR ESGNAL UEGTeNaR 
Ror SaneaneS tom tne “Hen ae 
| AGREEO"TO "Make THE BREAK FROM 


CAPTIVITY» pe 
THE JERRIES HAVE Go'r 


SINISTER BLACIC 
| US" CORNERED, TURNER 


THe AEGEAN SEA. 
ge HaeSe’S NO OTHER. WAY 
fe our 





THERE WAS A STRANGE CONFIDENCE. 
IN LIEUTENANT HASLER 'S VOlee AS HE 
| PLUNGED WTO THE SURF, BUT IF OI 
NOW CONVINCE THE BURLY Seaman 
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1 floc waver GRIPPED AT] 
AiG WeRe paosine | | Sle Buty Seamants 


«SAM TURNER GWORE BITTERLY | | SoDy ASHE PLUNGED 
Rito. THe Sea. icy 
FEAR GRIBPED AT 
Hig NERVES 


ta 
\ nee 


\ 143 


> 


THIS 1S_ AS 
cRazy AS ‘HELL, 
‘Gur | SUPPOSE 








LESS THAN FIVE MINUTES AP TER THE | 
TWO. ESCAPEES HAD TAKEN TO THE 
WATER, JACKBOOTS WERE TRAMPLING 
THE SAND OF 


UTTLE BEACH 


SIGNAL, THE, 
COMMANDANT 
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ON THE BEACH. THE GERMAN PATROL STAMPED HEAVILY Away. GUT HALF 
WiLe ACHOeS “tHe GOL BLACK WATER. A NEW ANG MORe SUBTLE 
ENEMY WAS. GRIPPING THE ACHING LIMES OF ABLE SEAMAN “TURNER . 





COMING . 
TURNER’! 








Look! mm S/ 
SERRE Hkcs B 


AC 
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THEN LIEUTENANT HASLER ALSO GAVE AN EXCLAMATIOI 
BOLD 'AGAINGE “THE MOONLIGHT, A STRANGE CRAFT Wo 
BEARING DOWN ON THE TWO MEN «+. 





YOURE _NOT SEEING, 
THINGS » TURNER 71's 
WE! 1 TOLD YO 
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EUTENANT HASL El “FIT, WAS A GUESS, 
| St50"'6 NOENT. 


IEMANG IN THE 
REIN WORLO WAR “TWO « 


WELCOME 
ABOARD, MATE / 





CANOES Oe! ANY OTHER HANDY Vessét. THE GERMANS IN THE 
SODECANESE HAD GOOD REASON TO FEAR THESE’ SILENT RAIDERS FROM 


Wi; 








2 
SPS Sak 





) NTE CRAMPED CABIN. OF THE CAIQUE: 
NetTENANT TOD FIeLONG. was ‘oY 
QUESTIONING “THE NAVAL. OFFICER 
BNO FROWNING AT THE ANSWERS: 


YOU MEAN You swam WY NOT EVEN ON 
OgT Ta Seacom THe {THE OFF CHANEE, 
TEU TENANT 








OFF CHANCE 


Semis POLES UP P 1 SUS SWAN ! 
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[QEUTENANT RICHARO HASLER'S VOICE WAS QUIET. MATTER-OF-FACT. HIS 
| COMPESURE! aS HE TALKED OF HIS INCREDIBLE ACTION STRUCK MAJOR PERRY 
AS HE ENTERED THE CABIN. 





Lh RIGHT, TOD! LETS 
ea Te BEGINNING, 
SACL WE tae WIEUTENANT, 








WES. MAJOR ! 
LIEUTENANT RICHARD 
HASLER, RNAV. 1 was 
NAVIGATING OFFICER ON 


[Tie COMMANONG OFFICER OF THE S.8.5 
I WATCHED “THe MAN HE HAC) RESCUED. 


THE WAO2USH, GHP SHE WAS 
OWE BOMBED GFF CRETE TWO 
MONTHS AGO s WASN'T SHE TS, 





SMALLER. ISLANO®, 
Ge Evenck” Oe JER RIE! 
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MAJOR PERRY'S, SECOND-IN- COMMAND (WAS. ALSO, CAREFULLY, LISTENING TO THE 
CEUTENANT's STOR. IN TOD PELONG'S EYES THERE WAS Gi 


TT WAS SCARPANTO ISLAND, A JERRY AIRFIELD 

1 ae Nee RANT O NELAN 1 —— ts Spano, EP 

BIND “A BOAT ANC HEAL THATS NEWS TO 

TUBES PALE (oe rUNAEa @ / WELL» GO OF 

Akai AIRESIELD INE ‘LGU TENANTS 
Was CAP TUREL 




















UISUTENANT HASLER S vOICe WAS. 
STILL QUIET AND UNEMPHATIC 





TT WAS THIS PART OF THE ESCAPEE'S' 
STORY WHICH STUCK IN LIEUTENANT 
TOS RIELDING'S THROAT « 


THE JERRIES TOOK ME ACROSS 


You swam fon SW To GET away 
HOU SUA ER > ay 
Sane WHA Wm 

| ie Seay 

ie ee 
WeRmIeS tad 0S GoRNERES ON Teas 
FREES HAUS SENS OF SEE TAL 
CERO Nave 
Oe ve Wee 


'TOOESN TT 
pee MAKE SENSE 
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THE NAVAL OFFICER'S TENSE WORDS 
SiS ROY CONVINCE: TOD PIELOING: 
Sur MasGe PERRY CHECKED HIS 
SeCond:W- COMMANS'S REPLY « 


LETS LEAVE THAT PONT| 
FOR A MINUTE, TOD. 
1 WANT “TO TALK TO” 





FOR THE FIRST TIVE, TENSION SHOWED, 
IN GEUTENANT RICHARD HASLER'S: 
ean Face. 

TTD MAKE SENSE TO YOU, 


LIEUTENANT, IF You'O EVER BEEN 
BEHIND BARGED Wine. ANO iF SOU 
























THEM «0 THATS ALC THERE 
1st Ir 








We QUGHAT TO INOW 
MORE ABOUT IT /) 





[Tee S.6.5. COMMANOER WAS OBVIOUSLY PREPARED TO BELIEVE THE, 

|escapde's’ STORY, “GUT AIS "SECOND-IN- COMMAND WAS UNEASY 
Now, VEUTENANT, “QM LET Me SEE... | LANQED ON, THE 

cOGUG You UY Nol JA WESTERN END OF HE NGLANO / TH 
FINGER ON “THAT 





Arete e ALONG. JUST. BEFORE. 
: ACROSS “THE PERIMETER 
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aoe PRES, | 
aN FR EGBG He Taal eats 














ERT TO 
| SERGEANT“ AT tS ELBOW. AND EN VEE ns GE PASSED THE cara 
FACED TRSELE ROM THE DARK HORIZON 
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Tuy NOW, THE ANTIQUE CR) 


"T ORIETED THROUGH THE DARKNESS THE 


EOS FAS BoWERFUL ENGNES OREW CLOSER. ON THs 
Fi SEAT SS ANO THEIR FIRE. 

















[THE E:S0AT was NOW So CLOS= THAT THE MEN ON THE CAIQUE HEARD THE 
WISS OFTHE RILAMENTS AS THE GERMAN SEARCHLIGHT GLAZE. THE CAIQUE 
WAS LIT SUDDENLY FROM END TO END IN ACHING BRILLIANCE. 














DOW OF THE Calque: LE 
ALONG THE CECI INT MENT. 


BLAZE OF THE SEARCHLIGH 
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SS — : 
[FoR ENE TENSE SECONOS THE E-BOAT'S SEARCHLIGHT GLARED ON THE Carque 
| ERO ON THE TAUT FIGURE, OF LIEUTENANT RICHARO HASLER +) THEN IT SWUNG 
AMLESSLY AWAY TO ‘THE DARKNESS ASTERN, AT THE SAME “TIME, THE TONE OF 
THE E-SOAT'S ENGINES CHANGED - 





Lost US, Sig! WHAT: 
THE DEVIL. 1S JERRY 
PLAYING AT > 








(re Theos 
BuNGLES Cay ne THE BoOSEN 
BUMPED ANE te Bevis oo 









Of THE E-BOAT'S ENGINES | | TOD FIELOING'S SUSPICIONS OF 
| | DECrENANT RICHARD HASLER HAD 
HARDENEO INTO SOMETHING LiKe 
CERTAINTY » 










VERRY 

N ALL HE waNTS TO 
SERGEANT, wat OO You 
Fine, CIEU TENANT HASLER > 











Gut we 
Use SaAbT chee THIS FOR CUR 
RAIOS/ YET THEY DION’? EVEN, 
BOTHER TO CHALLENGE US.’ WH 
OO YOU MAKE OF TT, Sm 
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Chapler 2 Suspicion 


16 
1 Soa ESL aS RESUS TSE TE, 
. ESS To MOE 





bo. 
WHAT YOU_C&N , 
wount OU > 


‘SO0t 
“ctw (WHAT THE START pS, 
RE 


Me Mar TAKE DAYS! 








YES, rou MicHT, 
AS ELLY TURNER'S 
His NaMe. ASL 

a 
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BS TOD STEPPED THOUGHTFULLY INTO THE CORRIOOR, MAJOR ADAM PERRY 
CAME CASUALLY TOWAROS HIM FROM THE OIRECTION OF THE OPERATIONS ROOM - 





HALLO, TOO! DONE: 
Your’ SCEUTHING 





NER! OF COURSE / 


MELA. SIDELINE ON’ 
MASLER'S BACKGROUND /) 











| THERE WAS A CooL IRONY IN MAJOR 


| PERRS?S VOICES. 

SYED BESIDE HIM OF course! irri EIT 
UR NASTER Lie A 

Stove? You_SONT 

Fain THE JERRIES, 

WOULO SENG A MAN 

ACROSS TO. IMPERSONATE, 


FINE, TOO! WELL GET Gescrisrion, 
ATREPLY. WN A WEEE ! 
Trt Sav THAT 
\ GNE OF OUR" GerICERS 
WITHOUT MAKING SURE 
THAT HE LOOKEO LiKe 









@ut THEY LL 
Sve Us A 


























PM GETTING’ 
NOakES TO 
CHecKcon” ) tive. 
HASLER) / HASLER SERVED, ON 
‘Sia? THE WAND RUS AND 
WAS REPORTED MISSING / 
Til OO_YOUS GIVE 
THEM SOME CREDIT, 
FOR GRAINS, TOO / 


AND. YOU'LL SE NO 
NEARER. KNOWING 
WHETHER THAT HASLER 


1S OUR HASLER “THAN 
You ane pega 
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[TRE WAGOR'S SUBTLE REASONING 
1 HAD Baducut AUSTUssORN FROWN 
| TOCUEUTENANT FIELOING'S FACE « 














THE EFFECT OF THE MAJCR'S WORDS ON HIS SECOND-IN- Ee 
| CORaANG WAS SHARP ENOUGH TO MAKE THE JEEP LURCH - 








'SCARPANTO® SUT 
E[ waster Gave vou THAT 
INEORMATION HMSELES 
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MAJOR ADAM PERRY OF THE SPECIAL BOAT pf iT 

BLP CORS FER wk” NeenGenTicnAL AND IE HE CANT BE 

METHOOS OF TESTING ANTS HOM + SR 
= 





WE SHALL SE CLOBBEREO, TOD’ BUT IN 
THAT CASE_WE SHALL BE ON OUR GUARD, 
WE-SHALL BE FIGHTING JERRIES WHICH [S 
What WERE HERE FOR. ANO We SHALL HAVE 
| GAINES. SOME VITAL INFORMATION | AND 

| HASLER iS REALLY HASLER, We SHALL 

| BE WIPING GUT A JERRY AIRFIELD / 


Li 





B.S. GASE, TOD FIELOING 
With Respect GUT 

| SAPFLEO CURIOSITY AT HIS. 

| COMMANDING CEFICER 


WORDS / SERGEANT, CALL THE 
MEN TC “THE BRIEFING ROOM, WiLL 
You /TL SEE THEM AT ONCE / 
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FIELONG KEPT, HS EVES ON THE SUSPECT 
UISU TENANT THROUGHOUT. MAJOR PERRY'S GRISFING, 
SUT IT Was THE Otter ESCAPEE NE SOUGHT GUT 













































OH UM. I NO. Hut 
sm Sot eRES “to 





HAD. 
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Ti SARSAGH THE BATING'S voce | [HE SURLY Seaman Auswenen ——] 
‘= THE BUGLY, SEGNAN, ABSWERSR 
SREB REE RL ENRH SER 1° 


THE FIRST VITAL QUESTION =. | ALL RIGHT ‘THEN, XT NOW LOOK HERE, 
| LIEUTENANT ) SiR» I'M NOT 
| HASLER'S IDEA’ So Saving any THING 





HIS REASONS - 





MY EA, Sin > 
EM NOT RAVING 
BONERS, SIR? 





(THERE WAS NO MISTAKING THE GRIVNESS IN LIEUTENANT FIELDING'’S VOICE 
NOW. THE ABLE SEAMAN WATCHED NIS GUESTIONER SHREWOLY . 





eT 
ST URUTENANT over ne WEEK, si! 

SeusT CeureNANT y ne 

Hastes bio Have ws JOY7//> was 2 SUNG 

Reason ‘Have: you i 

[ROWAN Hi LONG 
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DIO YOU HAVE 
ANY “TROUBLE 
EROm “tHe Gor ouT OVER “The 
JERRIES = WHEN “AND NO-ONE 
You Mace “tHe, JETED A ringer 19) 
GREAK, | MEAN D/SToP US / you's Have 
THOUGHT “THis 
USUTENANT AD 
ARRANGED IT 
PERSONALLY / AN. 
THERE Was ANOTHER 
QUEER “THING LATER, 
GUT THAT WAS 
NOTHING « 


WELL, SIR) UEUTENANT HASLER 
SPEAKS GERMANS ON OUR WAY FROM 
fhe Came tote Beach, We 
STUMBLE, INTO A Seater ‘SOLDIER ON 
A BICYCLE! WE GOT BEHIND A_HEOGE 
Brevity auice, Gum “THe BUIGHTER 
CHALLENGES US? THE LIEUTENANT 


WSRO/ BUT IT'S PROBABLY 
ROT IMPORTANT, SIR 








| THe MATELOT'S STORY WITH A GRIM 
LIGHT N HIS EYE. NOW HE GRASBED 
HIS CAP AND SHOWEO SAM TURNER OUT 
OF Fue R00M~ 


THANK YOU VERY 
MUCH TURNER? WHAT 
x ie) 


HIS MIND SITTERLY MAOE UP, THE 
YOUNG OFFICER HURRIED ACROSS “THE 
COMPOUND TO MAJOR ADAM PERRY'S 
HUT. WHEN He SPENED, THE OOOR, THE 
MAJOR WAS ALREADY ARMING HIMSELE 
FOR THE NIGHT'S WORK. 


NOT READY. 
Yer, tOD > 





NO, SiR! IE 

COME To TELL 

SOU Har’ Wie 
OUGHT To CANCEL 
SHE RAID! THE MAN 
WHO CALLS HIMSELE 
GEOTENANT HASLER 
1S A GERMAN AGENT J 
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WIS GREY EYES COOL ANO SHREWD, MAJOR ADAM PERRY 
LOOKED UP AT. His SECORD-IN= COMMANO. 


LSE, TOD! 
GUNE "PROOF 


OF THIS, 
VSuPPose ©. 












GIVEN ME_SOME_ HIGHLY, 
WWTEREGTING FACTS / 


MAJOR PERRY'S Vv 
PRe 








Tr May EST YOU TO KNOW THAT 
EWAVE ALREADY QUESTIGNED TURNER, 


SS 
\ = 





Judginene 


ALL Ss QUIET 1 THE VOICE OF SQMMANOING OFFICER CUT WTO 
CRiFeNANT $00 RELONG'S PRIDE. Se REPLIED STIEFLY 


1OION'T SAY 1 WAS SATISFIED, TOD! 
USAID NEEDED "BROSr / GET Your 
EQUIPMENT, THERE'S A GOOD, 

AND SON’ ME ON THe Suey 








BACK IN HIS OWN CABIN, LIEUTENANT TOO FIELDING BUCKLED ON HIS EQUIPMENT 
SAVAGELY. HE HAD ALREADY TRIEO LIEUTENANT HASLER IN HIS OWN IMINO. 
ARO THE VERDICT WAS “GUZTY™ 


FOR ONCE, THE, 
MAJOR 18 WRONG ! 
ENO only. HOBE 
WE DON'T ALL HAVE 
TO Bie To PROVE IT! 
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Chapter 5. Amsusu 


LEARCO "he WESTERN OF. Mean Sag NSHP Ana ONE “oti Wares 
ote, 5 Sy Ww 
LOSED OVER THE SUES tO" ch Scaneatiro ‘Had Be 














Ty 


Mipewse 
Soar sat 
| VESSEL'S. 
ROM THE! 
Ooze 


aa 
STON CRAMMED N. COAST BEARING. 
CONTROL ROOM WERE RoUSEO Bl [( NINE Ty DeGREEs, 
SR UNEASY PRE“SATTUS Mase HALE A 
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enn 2 SOUR-MOUTHEO WITH NERVOUS TENSION, THE 5.8.5. MEN STOOD READY 
NS | SOUR MOUTHED WITH NES REAOX 








YOULL come 
WITH Me» 
HASLER 7 
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[WEUTENANT RICHARD _HASLER'S VOICE WAS LOW BUT STEADY, THERE WAS NO) 
| FREMOR'N' Hig HANDS “AS He HELPED THE MAJOR To PULL THEIR CANOE FROM 
THE WATER | HE SEEMED NOT TO NOTICE THE GRIM GAZE OF LIEUTENANT TOD 
I RELONG THAT NEVER LEP T HM. 0s 








ToD ! <coMig OVER! 
HERE’ MOMENT, 
WiLL YOU 





MAJOR PERRY'S WORDS WERE BRIEF, AN: T, BUT THEY BROUGHT A GRIN OF 


RELIEF TO HIS SECONO-IN-COMMANO'S FACE. FOR THEY PROVED THAT, DESPITE | 
Hig Fath N LIEUTENANT HASLER THE SiS.5. COMMANDER HAD NO INTENTION | 
OF GEING CAUGHT INVA TRAP. 





Soult TAKE THE SERGEANT AND, 
“TWELVE MEN, TOD, AND MOVE PARALLEL. 
TO The BEST OF US A THOUSAND WARDS. TO 
The LEFTY HASLER WILL BE GUIONG MY 
PARTY 10 THE AIRFISLO? IF THE JERRIES ARE 
WAITING FOR US ON HS ROUTE, TLL BLOW MY 
WNISTLE SEWICE YOULL, MOVE IN ANO TAKE 
THEM ON THE PLANK” GoT THAT > 
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‘eu Sy EQURTEEN MEN DETACHED THEMSELVES FROM THE GROUP ON THE] 
Beace ANS MSGvEO SEF INTO TNE HOSTILE OARKNESS. LEUTENANT REHARD | 
HASLER WATCHED THEM GO- 








{ TWO MEN MOVED OFR TO GUARD THE CANOES, SLENTLY, THE OTHERS FELL IN 
SEHINO HASLER AND “THE MAJOR ANO LOPED OFF UP THE STEEP SEACH. ONE 
THOUSANS YARDS To “THE EET, TOD FIELOINS GAVE HIS MEN THE QUIET ORDER 
TO MARCH. THE LIVES OF THIRTY MEN WERE NOW IN THE NANOS GF 
LIEUTENANT RICHARD HASLER. 








Fad Dark judgment 
EVERY TRAINED SENSE OF mason ADAM| [PERHAPS HASLER FELT THOSE IRON | 
PERRY PROBE ns. ait 








LED THE ‘5.8. 
Tie" NARROW VALLEY: -. 











MAN IN MAJOR PERRY'S PARTY HAD ENTERED THE ROCKY JAWS OF | 





THE CAST. 
THE VALLEY WHEN 'SHOTS “RANG OUT WITH STUNNING SUDOENNESS - 











IT'S AN 
AMBUSH. MEN / 
‘OWN 
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RMAN SOLDIER HAD FIRED T00_SOQN. THE TRAP HAD BEEN WELL LAID 
Now TWAS SPRUNG AS THE ENEMY RIFLES SLAZEO ALONG THE STONY RIGGE 
ABOVE THE VALLEY, 

















oF A. 
ty BUT THE WMSTLE 
REATHED A 


“ NDB 
A. HIS COOL, EYES FLICKEREO 
ACROSS TO LIEUTENANT RICHARD HASTER + 


ars 














R 





THIS VAN 


GERMANS “THAT TwiSTeO MASLER'S 
ee OF WERE FEAR! 


‘ 
aa, / 
oy; 


thy oF Ox, 
WENO 





ROAR OF FURY, LIEUTENANT TOD FIELOING'S MEN SURST 
(EF DARKNESS. MAJOR PERRY'S COUNTER-AMBUSH PLAN HD 
NPREPARED «+= 











S Lae THE MAN HE was AFTER. LIGUTENANT 


SECONDS LATER, TOD FIELDING SA\ 
RICHARD HASLER WAS RUNNING NOW TOWARDS THE BRITISH ANG GER! 
STRUGG. 


LING ON THE RIOGE. HE HAD THE SAME DESPERATE (OOK ON HIS DARK 
ANG A GUN IN HIS HANO' +s 








THE FIRING HAD SLACKENED ALONG 
S THE SURVIVING ‘GERM: 
FIELDING CLOSED ON HIS 


VEN NR 











i Dark _juagmenc 


Chapter. COUNTER Plot 


THREE OAYS AFTER THE FAILURE OF THE SCARPANTO RAID, AN FORMAL INQUIRY 
TOOK PLACE IN A SEALED ROOM AT NAVAL HEADQUARTERS’ IN CYPRUS - 


IF MAJOR PERRY HADN'T 
ORDERED ME TO GRING VIEUTENANT 
HASLER BACK ALIVE. | SHOULO HAVE 
SHOT HIM ON THE ISLAND, SIR? Six 











POINTS You wish TO 
MAKE CONCERNING 
UeOTENANT HASLER 








STIFELY, LIEUTENANT TOD FIELDING OUTLINED THE EVIDENCE AGAINST THE NAVY 
QEUTENANT. “THERE WAS AN EXPRESSION OF UNWILLING AGSEEMENT IN MAJOR 
ADAM PERRY'S FACE AS NE LISTENED . 


VERY WELL, SIR? FIRST :_ON THE NIGHT 
WE PICKED 'UP HASLER, THE JERRIES WERE 
BLAZING AWAY Wit EVERY GUN &NO SHINING EYE 
SEARCHLIGHT ON THAT PART OF THE COAST? 
WOULD THEY OO THAT JUST TO CATCH TWO 
MISERABLE PRISONERS PIT wUST COESNIT 
WERE 





RY 
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REMORSELESSLY, TOD SECOND: THE E-BOAT WHICH BUZZED US THAT 
FIELDING WENT ON NIGHT SHEERED OFF WITHOUT EVEN CHALLENGING US! 
I  ceviousty THEY WANTED TO CHECK THAT HASLER HAD) 


SUCCESSFULLY PLANTED HIMSELF ASOARD “AN-S:6.5, 
CRAFT! WHEN THEY SAW HIM IN THE GLARE OF THE 
SEARCHLIGHT, THEY PRETENOED TO HAVE NO 
INTEREST IN OUR CAIQUE AND CLEARED OFF J) 








[ONLY WHEN THE LIEUTENANT REACHES 
His FOURTH PoiyT OID MAJOR ADAM 
PERRY TAKE HIS GAZE FROM THE 
CEILING « 


THRO: HASLER SPEAKS GERMAN! 
FOURTH, AND THE MOST OAMNING: 
POINT OF ALC: HASLER SWAM OUT. 
FROM THAT BEACH AT RNOOES! HE 
PRACTICALLY COMMIT TED SUICIDE, ANO 
HE CLAIMS HE OO THAT SIMPLY TO 
ESCAPE FROM THE GERMANS / ISN'T IT 
MORE LIKELY THAT He KNEW AN 5.5.5. 
BOAT WOULD BE THERE To PICK HIM 

UP BECAUSE THE GERMANS HAD. 

PLANNED TO PLANT HIM 

(ABOARD US THAT WAY P 
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WEUTENANT FIELONG'S VOICE ROSE. THe THRE 
SENIOR OFFICERS STIRRED SR EO GRIME a 





AND NODDED GRIMLY. 





1 SAY THAT 
RICHARD HASLER 






THE LIEUTENANT 
IS RIGHT THE MAN'S 
wm A BPN 
aed 
CONCLUSIVE, Oontr-] 
YOU THINS 

ENTLEMEN 


























A SARDONIC SMILE TWISTED THE 
CORNERS OF THE MAJOR’S MOUTH . 





WHAT DO YOU THINIC > 
PERRY > WE MUST HAV 
MasiNuiM. SECURITY 
ROR THAT RAID OUR 
CHAPS ARE MAKING 
TOMORROW NIGHT ON 
JHE AMMO SHIPS. IN 
RHODES HARBOUR» 
en 


















ZASSHIPS UP. + 





nesiN VIEW OF THAT, SIR. 1 MUST 

Se Taine (7 WOULD BE AN. 

AWFUL WASTE OF LIEUTENANT 
HASLER TO SHOOT HIM || 


_Dark Jug, 





7 
WHAT THE“ OEVIL coiSe Witt se A, ST 
10 YOu. Ns x 
NOW WE KNOW, WHAT HE'S 
5 Malt A, VERY OLE, LFTLE OE 


TRICK THE GERMANS / 











SLOW SMILES BROKE OUT ON THE GRIM 
FACES OF THE SENIOR OFFICERS - 
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THE GRILLIANT EXPLOITS OF THE SPECIAL BOAT SECTION UNIT IN CxPRUS 
HAD ‘GIVEN THE SENIOR NAVAL OFFICERS “THERE A_HEALTHY RESPECT FOR) 
THE ABILITIES OF MAJOR AUAM PERRY, ITS LEADER. 


“ALL RIGHT, PERRY! WE KNOW 
2 oe tees ee ee! 
ea ae oe 
SPECIAL GOAT SECTIONS PISEON!, THANK, , 
tae Pou BOSE 























[ouTsice ‘THE CONFERENCE ROOM, TOO FIELDING 
PURRES AWleWAROUY “tS Mason PER 


YM SORRY, SiR! ve FORGET IT, TOO! THE 
us REMEMBERED. WAESES MARSHALLED 
Siar heesre The evBente agains 
ver HASLER WAS FIRST CLASS ! 
(EFS ao anG See Gis = 
TAME Sete SHALL WE 2 
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AETER THE SOMBRE RETURN FROM THE UNSUCCESSFUL RAID ON SCARPANTO., 
GE0TENANT RICHARO HASLER NAO BEEN PUT UNGER ARMED GUARD AT NAVAL 
EADQUARTERS. NE LOOKED UP SAVAGELY AS THE TWO” 5.6.5. OFFICERS ENTERED 








WHEN ©0 THEY 
SHOOT ME, MAJOR P 
At OAWN'> 








BUT MAR PERRY ANSWERED 
Hi Que 

















40 Dark: Judgment 


THE EYES OF LIEUTENANT RICHARD HASLER WIDENED. WARILY, HE LOOKED 
INTO ‘THE COOL FACE OF THE 5.8.5. COMMANDER » 













‘ou MEAN 














T_MEAN. THAT THIS SCARPANTO BUSINESS 
WAS UST ONE OF THOSE THINGS! WE ALL REALISE 
THAT NOW / | BELIEVE YOU'RE THE SORT OF MAN 
WENGE IN THE $.8.5.. HASLER, AND ASA 
MEASURE OF MY CONFIDENCE IN OU. iM 
SELECTING YOU FOR A ‘VITAL MISSION / 














EUTENANT HASLER DID NOT SMILE, 
BUT His DARIC EVES GLEAMED EAGERLY.- 


MOU WON'T REGRE 
THIS, MAJOR, 1 PROMS 


TM SURE | WON'T, LIBUTRNANT. 
OWN TO 
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TRUER 10 sie NATRER GRFC. .|/ PIS SERES WEL BB QUANG THE SEAVE 
1SNE OF HS COmmanOer, LEUTENANTI/ af HaReSue 
TOS BELONG ACMOST BELIEVED 
© PLAN MIMSELE 











“THERE'S ONLY ONE SPOT ON TH COOLEY, WITHOUT A FLICKER OF 
WHERE CANCES\\| | EMOTION ADAM. PERRY LAID THE 
r FOUNDATION Of HIS: COUNTER 


ESPIONAGE PLAN 


THE MAN IS You, 
FAIL, = 
PLAC J 
TO MEET US... THE SPECIAL, BOAT 
‘SECTION UNIT IN 
CYPRUS WILL BE 
WIPED OUT 7 


Ler] yOu 


“THE LIGHT WiLL, 
SE THERE, SIR? 
1 PROMISE 











42 Dark judgment ls 


WOROS OF HASLER'S, SO FERVENT TUL ARRANGE FOR A CAR TO 
AND APPARENTCY SINCERE, SENT A HO ( Pick Fou'UP INSIDE THE HOUR. 













RAGE THROUGH ‘TCO FIELOING'S HEART. HASLER! WE'LL GO OVER THE 
THIS MAN WAS A ‘SPY. ALREADY. HE WOULD MAPS TOGETHER’ YOU LEAVE aT 
\ NOON TOMORROW, SO_THERE'S 
NOT MUCH TIME / 


BE GLOATING OVER HIS CHANCE TO BETRAY 
THT BRAVE MEN. 











GUTSIDE THE ROOM FIELONG | CONT 17 THE OOD THING WAS, 
SPOKE ADMRINGLY «+= H ALMOST FOUNS NIYSELF BELIEVING IT’! 
| MEAN. ABOUT. My HAVING FAITH IN HASLER! 
You Put THAT YOU VNOW, | CAN'T HELE WONDERING 
OVER Sra iANTEY, 
MAJOR / 











Dark Judginent 
THERE WAS A STRANGE OOUST 





IN MAJOR PERRY'S SENSITIVE FACE, BUT 
CLEARED RELUCTANTLY AT TOD FIELOING'S HEATED WORDS + 





HASLER'S an ENEMY 
AGENT, SIR A OR TY, 
TREAcHeROUS Sey" he's 
RUBBING HIS HANOS RIGHT 
NOW AT THE “THOUGHT OF 
BETRAYING US TO THE 
GERMANS / 











THE GERMANS HAO MADE THE FIRST MOVE_N A OEAOLY GATTLE OF WITS. 
Now THe SPECIAL BOAT SECTION HAD 


WTS “COUNTER: MOVE READY « 


YOU SEE, TOD, WE'RE 
GONG “TO ‘ATTACK THOSE 
AMMO SHIPS DIRECT FROM 
THe Sea AeTER ALL! WHEN 
MISTER HASLER TELLS THE 
JERRIES ALC ABOUT OUR 
FAKE PLAN, THEY'LL Bi 
SITTING WAITING FOR US 
Six MILES “AWAY LOM 
THE COAST / 








44 Dark Judgment = 


A HARD SMILE TWISTED UIEDTENANT FIELOING'S LIPS AS HE TOOK 
BUT THE SMILE FADED... 











NEAT, SiR, VERY NEAT! 
BUT THERE'S ONLY ONE “THING 
WHICH’ BOTHERS ME. FRIEND 
HASLER WILL GET Away TO 
HIS GERMAN FRIENDS 
"SCOT FREE? 


= WE WANT. tlt TO. PLAY 
OUR GaMe, ToD, THarS THe 
Way IT HAS TO BE! SERGEANT, 
PWaANT ALE THEMEN IN THE: 

BRIEFING ROOM RIGHT AWAY / 





WHLE THE MAJOR WENT TO HIS OFFICE TO COLLECT MAPS ANO THE LOUD-HAILER 
CEUTENANT “TOO RIECOING 





SUMMONED “THE 5.8.5. MENTO “THE GRIEFING ROOM, 
SHOUSHT PAST. WHEN ADAM PERRY REJOINED HIM AT THE DOOR OF THE GRIEFING 


ROOM 
. 1 SHALL WAVE TO TELL THE MEN 
THE TRUTH ABOUT HASLER AND OUR 
sin ( eta, Too) THEY Feet PRETTY 


MURDEROUS ABOUT HIM AND | Don T 
BLAME THEM? WE DON'T WANT HIM 





KNOCKED OFF BEFORE HE CAN 
TORE / 


Sur wat 
AAT ER HOS, 
Nis STUFF > 

















Dark Judgment 





PERRY LOOKED CURIOUSLY 
AT HIS, SECOND: N= COMMAND 
There Was A DEAGLT. 
INTENTNESS IN THAT FRANK 
NOUNS FACE - 















T ME GON ALONE TO THE BEACH 
WHERE HaSCER WILE Be WAITING TOMORROW 
NigeT, Si? with Luck tLe Se ASLE TO 8a 
RIN, BACK: TO FACE A FIRING SQUAD! f=-THE 
TOO. duicK FOR Me. 
TREACHEROUS 











TE WAS & STRANGE REQUEST, 
AND_A DARING ONE . 2 Bu: 

ANE WERE Beet osticees 
INTHE SPECIAL BOAT GECTION 


















ALL HIGHT, TOD. 

5 THATS “THe WAY ‘YOU 

NTT? GO IN AND 

GET-THE HARD PROOF. 
ANG THE SPY 




























Dark Juagment 


Chapters. Spy UNMASKED 


DAY. _A NAVAL LAUNCH PUT OUT FROM Ti 
Pate WAS “ONE PASSENGER ON "BOARD 


AT_NOON ON THE NEXT 
PRU: 


ON. UIEUTENANT TOD FIELONG BLEAK 
He.’ FINAL SHOWDOWN. 





Judgin 
THEMEN, OF THE AL BOAT SECHON WERE FLING ABOARD THE 
FAS MAU SeneS Si WOULE CAREY REM VSS ROSS IONEBO 
PELONG REACHED "Ine JETTY. 


MAJOR ADAM PERRY PUSHED A 
BACKAGE INTO TOD'S HANDS ANG 
GRINNED." 

THE INTELLIGENCE GODS. 
Have JUST TOLO. ME THAT 
there 


Bet ‘s— 
BUT May NEED 





Dark Judgment 


TOD FIELOING OPENED “THE PAG = ss AND 
& MOMENT, THE SKIPBER OF THE M.1. 8. TURNED 








LUMPET Gomes / “THE MAJOR 
WHAT THE, ‘GeVIL. DOES MENTIONED A. CHAP 

THE OLD MAN THIN CALLED HASLER / 
RL NEED THESE “THAT WOULDN'T. 


BE Dicky HASLER, 
WOULD IT 











Dark judgment 





THE MOTOR TORPEDO GOAT WAS ALREADY 
WAVES, TO HIS STRANGE APEONTMENT. WITH A Spy — 


“THATS. WHAT. 


CARRYING FIELONG ACROSS THE 
IF HASLER WAS A. 





HIS HEART THUMPING, TOD FIELOING 
TOOK “THE PHOTOGRAPH FROM THE 
UBUTENANT'S HAND. ALMOST. 

FEARFULLY HE LOOKEO AT IT. - 


YES, OLD DICKY HASLER WAS A. 
LABS HOW He HATED THE VERRIES / 
HEC UNE IN GERMANY. eFoRe 








THE MAN SMIUNG IN THE 
RUQTOGRAPH WAS. CERTAINLY RICHARD 
ASLER ALL. “THROUGH. THE. LONG 

HOURS oF “THAT VOVAGE TO 
RHODES, TOD FIELOING. THOUGHT 
QF THE’ YOUNG NAVAL LIEUTENANT'S, 
WORDS” ANO "WONDERED = 


Dark Judgment 


TE MONIGAT:. FELOING WAS HELPED OVER “THE SIDE OF “THE TORPEDO BOAT | 
FO NS CANOE, "THE COAST: OF RHOOES LOOMED “THROUGH THE DARKNESS, 
HALF A MILE AWAY ON THE STARSOARD GOW, THERE WAS A GUN: IN’ THE 
USUTENANTS HOLSTER A_ PHOTOGRAPH IN HIS POCKET.» -ANO A 
TERRIELE OUST IN HIS “HEART 


SOON HE COULD SEE_ THE PINPOINT RS THE CANOE GROUNDED GENTLY 
OF LIGHT WHICH WAS “THE “TORCH SWENTY YARDS FROM THE MARKER: 
MARKER. NE NO LONGER KNEW USHT, TOD FIELOING: WAS ON HIS 
WHETHER THAT TORCH WAS HELD, BY 
A'sey OR BY_A LOYAL AND) DARING: 
GrRICERS . “BUT HE WOULD FIND OUT sr 





Judgment 


3 SLE ES HS og De uy EELS Me SO 
Se ee eS ie 
Bede HREG Qu in Bee Toke BEALE Wl ic En 


AG Ns 


THEY AReN" 
‘\\ Gan 


FOR THREE LONG SECONDS) RICHARD HASLER STARED AT THE LIEUTENANT N 
TENSE SiLeNce. * "CALLED OUT HOARSELY, THE TORCH DROPPED Fi 

RIGHT iD MIS CERT WHIPPED UPWARO! WITH THE TOMMY GUN wr. 
FIELOING WENT FOR HIS PISTOL 





S2 Dark Judgment. 


Too FELONS WAS, STEL FUVELT TICALLY FOR. HIS PISTOL 
Teen RiCRAR ass RAT Sin SENTIES Wes CRESS Asaar wim 


BULENG “SAVAGE ‘Sus 




















[our THe SULETS RIPPED PAST THE DESPERATE 


[rob FieL ONG... ANO “THey HiT THe Mal 


Dark judgment 3 
BEWILDERED, TOD TURNED TO LOOK BEHIND HIM....wN TIME: TO SEE THE 
ER WAS.NO 








GRIM AND DEADLY PROOF THAT LIEUTENANT RICHARD HASLI 
ENEMY AGENT. 








THERE WERE ONLY SIX MEN IN THAT GERMAN PATROL. THEY WERE Six DEAD 
MEN WHEN THE CLEAR QUIET VOICE OF LIEUTENANT HASLER GROKE “THE 
SHOCKED SILENCE AGAIN 


Y_we THOUGHT YOU WERE AN, 
WELL, FIELDING, ENEMY AGENT, HASLER! WE SENT 
WHY, ARE YOU 5 

"ALONE. > 


THE MAJORS GOING IN 
DIRECT FROM THE SEA ! 








4 Dark judgment 


EVEN AS ‘TOD FIELDING SPOKE, THE THUNDER OF HEAVY NAVAL GUNS ROLLED 
ACROSS. SIX MILES OF WILD COASTLINE TO THE EARS OF THE TWO MEN. THEY 
TURNED. THE WESTERN SKY WAS ABLAZE WITH FLARES AND SEARCHLIGHTS »+~ 


THE JERRIES MUST HAVE KNOWN ABOUT HIS. 
REAL PLANS THAT'S WHY THEY ONLY SENT A 
STHE MAJOR’S HAVING WWMM SMALL PATROL HERE TO. PICK YOU UP THEIR 














TEUTENANT HASIERS JOKE WAS DRY_AND CAUSTIC ,BUT HIS NORDE, S*OOK TOO] 
BELEN AMSTERS NRCG ANGS ZRGMNE SSE RE MRC RRL RRS 
GER rad AP Pus Cnet MOMENT ON THE JETTY IN CYPRUS? 
PEUEne> UO IS ARSE Lave sits RNY 
RNRHoces WaReouR Mysere SUSAN 


Y wiar 00 1 HAVE FO DO To PROVE iT; 


HAT THESE LIMPET 
MINES J “THE MAJOR 








vark Judgment 5s 


BEFORE HE HAD FINISHED SPEAKING, UEUTENANT TOD FIELONG WAS RUNNING FOR 
GRE OPENING INTHE ROCKS THROUGH WHICH THE GERMAN PATROL HAD COME. HASLER| 





TM GETTING. 

USED “To OUTSIDE, 

CHANCES, FIELOING / 
LEAD ON 








FOLLOWING THE COASTAL TRACK. THE TWO MEN RAN AT 

THE PAST AND NO'SELESS COMMANOO, PACE WHICH 
DEVOURS "THE MILES. AN AS THEY RAN, THE GLARE OF 
BATTLE INTHE Sicy OVER THE HARBOUR TO THE WEST 











se Dark Judgment 


E SHADOWS. THE TWO LIEUTENANTS WORKED THER WAY TO THE HARSOUR 
TSELP. THE FEW GERMANS THEY SAW WERE TOO WORRIED ASOUT THE BATTLE 
RAGING OUTSIOE THE HARBOUR TO NOTICE THEM. MAJOR PERRY'S FLOTILLA OF 
TORPEDO GOATS WAS HAVING A ROUGH “TIME «++ 


I'S THE MAJOR'S TORPEDO SOATS 
ALRIGHT, JERRY MUST HAVE BEEN 








\ : AS Ween 


Ay 
X\\ \S MS Ww 


A\\ 


AND THAT 
Looks Like THe 
AMMO ‘SHIPS “7 














[THE Two BiG CARGO SHIPS WERE TIEO UP CLO: OGETHER ALONGSIOS THE 

| ahs THEY WERE ALREADY LOADED WITH AMMUNITION AND WALTING FOR “THE 
Dali F1OE TO HEAD FOR -FUNIS AND TH iat SOF FIELO- 
MARSHAL. ROMMEL. GUT NOW's 








lege cing pastes 
SOUSA OM nace 











Dark Judgment 4 


“HE CREWS OF THE TWO AMMUNITION SHIPS WERE CROWOING THE RAIL... UT IT. 
WAS THE-OUTSOARO RAIL. THE SPECTACULAR BATTLE AT SEA HELO THEIR GAPING 
ATTENTION, WHILE DANGER CREPT UP ON THEM ON NOISELESS FEET +. 




















[SENSITNE NANOS PRESSED THE UMPeT | [NINETY SECONDS LaTeR, Li 
]BoMBs fo tie RUSTY RON PLATES Ge | | HASLER SCRAMBLED SACK TO "THE 
SHE AMMUNITION SHIPS. QUICK FINGERS JETTY, HE RAN FORWARD TO THE Si¥e 


GET THE FUSES. THEY WERE SMALL MOORED AHEAD AND PAUSED 
Somes; BUT THE EXPLOSIVE STACKED | | HUNDRED SECONDS Fi 
| BEUING THOSE THIN PLATES NEEDED | | CLAMBERED UF TO 

ONLT A SMALL SPARK TO IGNITE IT 











SB 





ATURELY, 
FLUNG 























THE TWO BRITISH SABOTEURS WERE ONLY ONE HUNORED AND FORTY ¥/ 
FROM THAT VICIOUS EXPLOSION, GUT THEY HAD FLUNG THEMBELVES bel 
MASSIVE CONCRETE PILL SOx ROOTED INTO THE MOLE. ANO AS, SHAKEN AND 














Dark Judgment SF 
= =~ 
iN THE JAGGED LIGHT OF 
THE FCAMES) LIEUTENANT! 
TOD FIELDING SAW THAT AR 
ie SOubIERS ON THe 





IPs A coop 
208, | CAN Swit 
Piet 


FORPEOO BOATS / COING 





EVEN AT THAT QCSPERATE MOMENT, RICHARD NASLER'S WRY WORDS JERKED. 
INTO “Too'S "MIND, THE SOUR MEMORY Or MS SUSPICIONS. “THEY HAG, REACHED 
TNE ENG OFTHE MOLE NOW "AND AS TOO REPLIED, THE MAN HE HAG 
SUSPECTES SGiZeO HIS [ARMs 





WES, HASLER, YOU CAN 
= SUT | STRL CONT 


‘0 TT AT SUCH OOD 
TES 7 





NEVER MIND 
FIELDING --.- 2004-4] 














__ Dark judgment 





(ATHOUSAND YARDS: OUTSIDE THE HARBOUR, MAJOR ADAm PERRY HAD SEEN 
BNMONEHON SHIPS EXPLOOR FROM ENE COC OF HIS MTS. 8 Sue 


Maso8 Save, Tie 
TSS GEESE 


HE HAD GUES: 





THE GERMAN DEFENCES HAD STILL NOT 
RECOVERED FROM THAT TERRIBLE 
CONCUSSION IN THE HARBOUR. THE TWO 
CANES. SLID SAFELY OUT. TO THE 
SORPEDO-BOAT WAITING BEYOND Tie 
GLARE OF THE FLAMES. AND AS THE 
MWO LIKUTENANTS CLIMBED ABOARD, 


MAJOR ADAM PERRY GREETED THEM |. 


RY WELL CONE. TOD! 
AND YOu, LEUTENANT 


S ALL RIGHT, 
MAJOR VE TAKEN’ say Vg 








AS THE TORPEDO BOAT TURNED AWAY, 
GEUTENANT TOO FIELOING ASKED THE 
QUESTION WHICH HAD SEEN’ PREYING ON 
HIS MING FOR THE CAST HOUR 


‘SET COURSE FOR 
BASE, HELMEEAAN, 
FULL 'AMEAD GOTH 4 


“AH, A WCE 
‘QUESTION, TOD! 











Dark Judgment or 


ERE WAS A WRY SMILE ON PERRY'S FACE 
AS HE LOOKED FROM FIELDING To HASLER- 





ANO WE CHOSE "THE, 
WRONG ONE / 











THe SeeciaL Boat IN COMMANDER GLANCED 6 
ACROSS Al THE CLUSTER OF MEN FACING HIM: THERE: W 


AWARD, GRIM SMILE ON WIS FACE. AND AS HE GPaKe 
THE ENCMT AGENT ACTED + 





PROM RMOOES 
PHAT MGMT 











Dark Judgment 
MAN WHO CALLED HIMSELF ABLE SEAMAN_ TURNER HAD 
oust BUT HS PISTOL. ci +05 
BETWEEN 
coer ON 





S 
INSTINCTIVE! 
My AGENT'S 


LY. 
Bul 








REE TIMES TURNER PULLED_ THE TRIGGER OF WIS PISTOL 
HASLER LEAPED SAVAGELY UPON HIM. 
YOUID HAVE SAVED M* 
IRE. ABLE GEAMAN 














bark Judginent 


(TOD FELONS STARED AT 1 WAS MORALLY CERTAIN, THOUGH 
Wig” COMMANDING OFFICER. IT WAS TOO LATE To CHANGE ou | 
PLAN? THAT WAS WHY | SLIPPED. 
YOU “THE LMPET BOMBS - 7} suDDENty | 
SAW THAT ALL ALONG. WE'D FORGOT TEN| 
THERE. WERE TWO MEN "WE PIcKED UP 
THAT NIGHT — “ANDTHE EVIDE! 
POINTED EQUALLY TO. BOTH OF THEM. 











TEUTENANT RICHARD HASLER 

ON HIS DARIO. PACE. ve. 
WHY “TURNER 

WAS So STANT, “TO. SWIM 


QUT FROM TSE. BEACH WITH. 1M 
MusT 


AT SWIM_OF YOURS 
aw SUSPICIOUS, 








4 Dark Judgment 








THE COMMANDING OFFICER. OF THE SPECIAL BOAT SECTION LOOKED 
IRONICALLY AT TOD FIELDING. SUT THERE WAS WARMTN IN Hig SMILE 





AS MAD _AS_ MosT 
BRAVE ACTIONS yr 
/ Suppose, “roo. as 
Rae as’ FLINGING 
YOURSELF "INFRONT 


CARRIED THEM AWAY FROM 
SRE ENeMY PORT THEY HAD 
DEVASTATED, Two ‘BRAVE 
MEN LOOKED AT EACH OTHER. 
With “Respect: 











ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No, 93 FORCE OF ARMS No. 95 FLASH-POINT 


The war in the desert demanded France had been humiliated by its 
much of a soldier—iron endurance, Nazi conquerors but there were 
courage and the refusal to admit many who were eager to fight on 
defeat. for freedom. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 
No. 94 THE RAILWAY OF DEATH 


Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 

May Ist, are :— 

No. 96 THE THIN BLUE LINE No. 98 NO MAN’S LAND 
No. 97 LOSER TAKES ALL No. 99 SPEARHEAD 








On Sale Monday, 17th April 
BATTLE Picture LIBRARY 






zal 
The fet db 
“Digger ya eT 


TWO Dramatic Issues Every Month 








